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PREFACE

xf{; 7MONG the ancient books that are mnter

preted 1 diverse ways by the several
LAY scholars of aifferent schools of thought
the Brahmasutras of Vyas2 finds the foremost
place There 15 apparently no end of the com

mentaries written on these Sutras Nilakantha
Swvacharya  Sankaracharya Ramanujachary2
Madhwacharya Vallabhacharya—in short every
great scholar in India has tried his best to interpret
these sutras in the way best suited to the doetrines
of his particular systern of philosophy ~ Not content
with this, every scholar has taken great pans to
prove that every other interpretation 1S to say the
least of 1t, not quite correct When there 1ssuch 3
conflict of interpretations the question naturally
arises—What was the true intention of the writer
of these sutras® What \nterpretation Was meant
to be put on them by Vyasa when he composed these
suteas? In short with what system of phitosophy 10
his view did he frame these aphorisms’ This question
1s answered in this book w a critical spirit The
argurnents adduced are really worth consideration as
\mpartial eritic The author appears

coming from an
ductory stanzas to have been the

from the 1ntro



disciple of Sm Smdhara Venkatesarya, otherwise
known as Ayyaval, who lived at Tiruvasanallore mn
the Tanjore District and who was a contemporary of
the great Yog1 Sadasivendra Sarasvat

My thanks are due to Brahmasm Kumgal
Ramasastrigal, Dharmadhtkam of Mysore who
secured for me two Mss copies of this work and who
kindly went through the proofs as well

J K JBalasubrahmanyam
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